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CGES is Chatting!!!
The veterinarians at CGES are available to answer general health questions once a month in a chatroom at:
www.southernequine.com



Please join us from 8-9 PM on the following evenings:

April 19th,  2004

May 24th, 2004
We plan to continue participating in the chatroom once a month.  Future dates will be included in later newsletters.
Are you interested in saving 5% on all of your veterinary expenses???
Call and ask us about PREVENTICARE!
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	CGES News
Congratulations to Al and Judy Guden of Hyperion Farms!  Al and Judy are long time clients and friends of CGES.  In February of 2004 their KWPN stallion, “Uptown”, became the 2004 KWPN Licensing Champion in the dressage division.  This is quite an accomplishment that brings international fame to the beautiful bay stallion.  “Uptown” was foaled and raised in the Netherlands.  “Uptown” will soon enter the world of show horses and we are all excited to see how he performs in the dressage ring.  Again we congratulate the Guden’s on this wonderful accomplishment!! 

Changes at CGES

Two new stallions have joined the roster at CGES. Pushing Hard Cash is a 7 year old Tennessee Walking horse Stallion who has been show successfully both under saddle and in the Fine Harness Division.  Step Up For Easy Cash is a 5 year old Tennessee Walking Horse stallion.  He is a full brother to Pushing Hard Cash.  Please call us for more information on these two new, promising stallions.


Breeding season is in full swing.  Are you ready?

Have you ever dreamed of breeding your favorite mare to the stallion of your dreams?  Using transported semen, we can help your dream come true!  Many of you may already be using transported semen and others may be ready to start.  In this month’s newsletter, we will try to provide you with a few helpful hints and explanations for using transported semen.  As always, if you have questions not answered here, please do not hesitate to call us at 478-825-1981.
Transported semen can be utilized in two forms; cooled and shipped and frozen.  Both forms allow you to pick a stallion to breed your mare to who may live in another state or even another country without you mare having to leave the comforts of your barn!  So, start looking for the stallion of your dreams.  Once you have found him, call the stud farm and ask a few questions.  Be sure they offer transported semen.  Ask which days they collect the stallion and how shipments are sent (Fed-ex, UPS, etc.).  Also, ask if you can get a same day shipment if needed.  Ask about the costs for collection, shipping, and airport transportation and if a deposit is required.  Ask if the stallion owner provides the shipping container.  Do not forget to ask how many doses you can expect per shipment and if the stallion will be available throughout the entire breeding season or if he will be unavailable due to horse shows.  Be sure to make detailed notes, because your veterinarian will need to know all of this information.  Once you decide on a stallion, be sure to fill out the breeding contract and make any required deposits to guarantee the stallion owner will ship the semen when your mare is ready.  

Now let’s focus on your mare.  She should be “pleasantly plump”.  Not too fat, not too thin. Before you breed her, she needs to have a full reproductive check-up.  This should include a rectal palpation +/- an ultrasound exam, a speculum exam and a uterine culture.  If your mare has had infertility problems in the past, you may be advised by the veterinarian that a uterine biopsy would be a good idea also.  Have your mares teeth checked and floated if needed.  Make sure her vaccines are up to date and that she is on a good deworming and hoof trimming schedule.  

Now it is time to determine if your mare is ready for breeding.  Your mare needs to be in heat.  There are a couple different ways to assess this.  If you have access to a teaser stallion, tease your mare daily, once she is receptive to the stallion, have your veterinarian ultrasound her to determine the size of her follicles.  Another way is to “program” your mare into heat.  Using an injection of prostaglandin either given alone, or following a course of Regu-mate (a liquid hormone), your mare should come into heat 2-4 days after the injection.  Using this program we can almost pick a date that she will be ready for breeding, this is especially useful if the stallion has limited collection days.  

Once it is determined that your mare is ready to be bred we need to be sure she will ovulate soon after being inseminated.  To help assure this an Ovuplant or HCG may be used.  Both of these products help the follicle to mature quickly and ovulate within the correct time frame.  After your mare has been inseminated, you will want to have your veterinarian ultrasound her to assure that she has ovulated.  Here comes the hardest part…..the wait.  Your mare can be checked for pregnancy using an ultrasound 16 to 21 days after she ovulated.  Hopefully you can now start thinking of names for your dream foal!



 Mare Owner’s Checklist
· 1. Contact your veterinarian to handle the breeding

    2. Schedule reproductive check-up of mare (to be done 7  

        days after foaling if pregnant)

·             Rectal palpation and ultrasound

·             Speculum examination

·             Uterine culture

·             Uterine biopsy if indicated

     3. Preventative Health Care

·             Vaccinations

·             Deworming

·             Dental Care

·             Hoof Care

·             Coggins test

·  4. Begin teasing program OR “program” with Regu-mate

·  5. If mare is in heat the veterinarian can start palpating

·             Order semen when follicle is ready

·             Inseminate mare on the day the semen arrives

·             Administer HCG or use Ovuplant with the first 

                 dose of semen

·             Veterinarian rechecks mare 24 hours later

·             If mare is still in heat inseminate with second 

                dose of semen

·             Stop if mare has ovulated

·             Return container immediately

·  6. Ultrasound to confirm pregnancy status in 16-21 days

·  7. Notify stallion owner/breeder of results

                 If pregnant…………..CELEBRATE!!!

                 If not pregnant…….go back to #4 and try again

                If not pregnant after 2 cycles…….repeat #2  


We hope you enjoyed it!
We are looking for your feedback.  Please let us know how you felt about this newsletter.  Do you have a topic you would like to see included?  Do you have a friend you feel would like to receive this newsletter?  If so, let us know, we will be happy to add his or her name to our mailing list.  Please let us know is your special horse has made the news, we are proud of our patients accomplishments and would love to share them with everyone!  If you have any questions please feel free to contact us at:
Phone: 478-825-1981

e-mail: cges@equineservices.com
If you do not with to receive future issues of this newsletter, please e-mail cges@equineservices.com and we will remove you from the mailing list.  We apologize for any inconvenience.
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