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	   “Large   enough to handle any challenge, yet small enough to treat each horse as if it personally belonged to us.”

FACT:

Horses and ponies can rest and even sleep standing up because of a remarkable stay apparatus in their patella or kneecap. A hook situated on the inside and bottom end of the thigh bone, on its hind leg, cups the patella and the medial patella ligament, so preventing the leg from bending.
It’s a lot like nuts and bolts – if the rider’s nuts, the horse bolts! 
~Nicholas Evans
“I DIDN’T BUCK TODAY” TREATS
2 STICKS BUTTER

¾ CUPS BROWN SUGAR

2 EGGS

1 CUP RAISINS

2 CUPS OATMEAL

1 CUP ALFALFA PELLETS

Mix butter with sugar and eggs until smooth. Add dry ingredients and stir well. Drop by spoonfuls onto cookie sheet. Bake at 350 for 8 minutes.
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HAPPY HOLIDAY’S 
HORSE BREEDERS; START YOUR LIGHTING!
With breeding season approaching we would like to remind our breeders to start your artificial lighting December 1st. If your mare is not bred and you would like to breed early in the year, this process will help get your mares heat cycle started. (Allow 60 days for the artificial lighting process to work). This is also a good method for keeping your show horse slick for show season. A 200 watt incandescent bulb provides adequate light in the average stall, in other words you should be able to sit down with your horse and easily read the morning newspaper. Artificial lighting requires 16 hours of light to 8 hours of dark. We recommend turning your lights on at dusk and turning them off at 11pm. Since the artificial lighting technique will not work if you use more than 16 hours of light a day, a good idea is to put your lights on a timer so they automatically go off at 11p.m.
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BRAGGIN RIGHTS: We would like to present to you the new 2007 Champion of Champions: Brandon Hammonds and his Welsh Pony, Finale Tea Party. Brandon and “Party” were invited to compete in the 2007 Class of Champions at Wills Park. This competition is strictly for Champions that earned a Grand Champion or a Reserve Champion ribbon in the 2007 show series for Horse Show Ventures. Brandon and “Party” competed against 13 other competitors and earned the title Champion of Champions. They took their victory lap and received a first place ribbon and a crystal bowl trophy from the Director of Horse Show Ventures. Congratulations Brandon and “Party” and good luck with your upcoming show season. 

Dr. Charlene Cook and her Tennessee Walking Horse, Walking On Sunshine, competed at the Florida State Champion Horse Show in Tampa, Florida the weekend of October 19th. “Sunshine” won Model Mare Champion, then came back to blow the boys away and take the Model Grand Champion title at the competition. The weekend of November 2nd, Dr. Charlene Cook was at it again, this time with Generator’s Final Chapter. “Chapter” and Dr. Cook competed at the Midnight Sun Horse Show in Quitman, Georgia. “Chapter” competed against a field of 18 horses, featuring several International World Champions and came out on top. “Chapter” was the Trail Pleasure Western Champion, and Trail Pleasure Grand Champion.

Congratulations to Sue Shultz and her Quarter Horse gelding Gold Plated Deuce. They recently competed at the Georgia Special Olympics Equestrian Competition. Sue and “Deuce” won their Halter Western Showmanship class. With excellent care from the Shultz family, “Deuce” overcame a serious hoof wall injury last year. We are glad to see the special care you gave “Deuce” has allowed him to compete with Sue again.
CASE OF THE MONTH:
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In April of this year, Jean Robbins finally received the exciting news that Oh Watta Bubbles was in foal. Jean was so excited; she had been trying for some time to get “Ivy” bred. The pregnancy was going well until we received a call in September from Jean that “Ivy” had started to develop an udder. Upon viewing an ultrasound of “Ivy” and the foal, there was significant separation of the placenta, with an increase in fetal fluids. The diagnosis: Placentitis. “Ivy” was immediately started on several medications to reduce the inflammation, control the placenta separation, and stop uterine contractions. Since Placentitis can cause abortion, proper medication and strict monitoring of “Ivy” was crucial for the foal to survive. Our safe target date for the foal to survive was November 12, 2007. With excellent care from Jean, “Ivy” made it to November 17th, when she gave birth to a beautiful bay filly. Although she was born 1 month early, Oh Watta Bubbles and her filly are doing great. Congratulations Jean Robbins. All of your hard work and dedication paid off! Enjoy your precious filly.
                    HAY SHORTAGE ALTERNATIVES
Hay is hard to find in some areas. Because of a scarcity of hay in many regions, can you just skip feeding hay this winter and make up the deficit by doubling your horse’s grain ration? The answer is an emphatic NO. Hay, or some other source of fiber, is absolutely necessary to the health and function of the horse’s digestive tract. Over consumption of grain is characteristically followed by colic, gastric ulcers, or laminitis, so this is not an option to consider. Aim for an average of 1.5% of the horse’s weight in hay or equivalent forage each day (approximately 15 pounds of hay for a 1000 pound horse), adjusting up or down depending on the horse’s age, use, and metabolism. Why is fiber so important in the equine diet? Consumption of grass, hay, and other forage fulfills both physical and psychological needs. Horses have a strong desire to chew, and also to have the full-gut feeling that comes from eating a lot of fiber. Deprived of adequate forage, horses tend to chew on trees, fences, stalls, and anything else that is available. A steady supply of forage helps to maintain the optimum types and numbers of microorganisms in the hindgut. These bacteria and other organisms transform fiber into energy the horse can use for growth or performance. The proper balance of beneficial bacteria prevents an overgrowth of harmful organisms that may upset digestion. As well as aiding the passage of food through the digestive tract, adequate fiber provides bulk and weight in the intestines. This helps to keep them from twisting and looping around each other, possibly leading to tissue damage and colic. Is there a particular need for forage during cold weather? A near constant supply of forage is an important factor in keeping horses warm in the winter. The vast fermentation vat of the horse’s hindgut steadily produces heat that can’t be supplied by an all grain diet. My local hay dealer doesn’t have hay for sale this year. Should I buy hay from outside my region? Obviously, not all hay is the same, but with some precautions, you should be able to use hay that is shipped in from other regions. Things to look for include: Blister beetles. Alfalfa hay from southern regions may contain these small insects that are highly toxic to horses. Signs of ingestion may include colic, depression, loss of appetite, and straining to urinate. Unfamiliar weeds or plants. Hoary alyssum, a pasture weed, has been found in alfalfa hay baled in Michigan. Horses consuming the plant showed diarrhea, swollen legs, fever, and signs of laminitis. Selenium levels. The amount of selenium in hay is influenced by the level of the mineral in the soil where the hay was grown. Horses need a certain amount of selenium, but high levels are toxic. Signs of selenium toxicity include laminitis and a loss of mane and tail hair. Vitamin content. Levels of vitamin A and E drop slowly as hay ages. Hay baled last year may not contain enough vitamin E to keep horses in good health through the winter: signs of deficiency include muscle weakness, tremors, and weight loss. Quality. Ask hay brokers for a nutrient analysis before making a purchase, and examine the hay before accepting delivery. Good hay will smell fresh and clean without a moldy odor. I still don’t have enough fresh hay to supply my horse all winter. What can I do? If at all possible, some hay should continue to be fed. Owners can use alternative fiber sources to round out the diet of the amount of traditional hay must be reduced. Ideas for stretching your hay supply include: 
Feeding chopped hay, available at some feed stores in 50 pound bags. Palatability is an asset; expense and storage may be problems. Adding some hay cubes to the horse’s diet, soaking the cubes if necessary before feeding. Alfalfa, timothy, and mixed cubes may be available, and in some parts of the country a hay cube fortified with vitamins and minerals is available. Many horses can get along well on mixed cubes, and selection should match the horse’s needs. Because there is less waste with cubes than with loose hay, you often do not need to feed an equivalent weight. Don’t put all the cubes out at one feeding, as the horse will probably gobble them up quickly and then have nothing to eat for hours. Adding beet pulp to the ration. This “super fiber” can make up a maximum of 20% to 30% of the diet, is easily digested, and can be bought in bulk at feed stores. Many people advocate soaking beet pulp before feeding, so use of this fiber takes a little more time and management than some other choices. Beet pulp is low in phosphorus and some other minerals and vitamins. Feeding a “complete” or “fiber included” feed that incorporates both the forage and grain portions of the diet. Be sure that the feed actually includes forage; some companies use the”complete” designation to indicate a fortified grain mix, not a product that offers forage. This type of feed should be offered in several small feedings throughout the day rather than as one large meal. Using clean older hay. Older hay that is clean but very dry can be moistened before feeding to make it more palatable and the nutritional shortfall can be made up by adding a vitamin mineral supplement. Allowing horses more access to pasture. If non grazed fields are available, horses will continue to eat grass all winter even though it is not actively growing. Before counting on this source of forage, owners should walk the fields to make sure there is something to eat. What else is involved in feeding alternative forage sources? Provide plenty of ice free drinking water at all times through the winter. Horses may drink more water if it is slightly warm. Monitor your horse’s weight every few weeks through the winter, and modify the diet as necessary. Watch your horse carefully as you change his diet. Variations in appetite, water consumption, mood, performance, and manure consistency can help owners detect problems with a new feed. As with any dietary modification, make changes gradually over a period of seven to ten days. Please don’t hesitate to check with us if your horse shows signs of colic, laminitis, or any other condition that could be related to changes in feed.   A publication of Kentucky Equine Research, Inc
FRIENDS WE HAVE LOST: The Alton Tucker family lost their dear Quarter Horse companion of 17 years, Lucky. As always we would love to hear from you, you can reach us at 478-825-1981 or by email you have a friend you feel would like to receive this newsletter, any comments, questions, or topics you would like addressed, please email me at cgescristi@bellsouth.net. We also have a “Braggin Rights” area. You can send your information to Cristi at cgescristi@bellsouth.net. 
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