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	Keeping Your Horses and Your Money
Charlene B. Cook DVM

This month we continue our series of articles on ways to keep your horses in top condition, enjoy horse-ownership activities and control costs. The Preventicare program has some unique features that we’d like to share with you. We welcome your tips and strategies that are helping you cope with a tightened budget.

Preventicare  
By Dr. Charlene B. Cook DVM
I’d like to tell you a story, actually two stories about two horses that made a profound impact on this practice.
 As many of you know I raise Tennessee Walking Horses. I’m a lot like any other farmer, I raise a crop of foals each year which I then take to market and sell them as yearlings. One year one of my best yearling fillies colicked, in fact she had a severe impaction that wouldn’t budge. I was facing a terrible situation because I knew what the filly was worth and I knew that the expense of major abdominal surgery could easily exceed her sale value. We were only weeks away from the sale and economics prevailed. I couldn’t help but worry with my decision. If the fluids did not work I really did not want to euthanize the filly and yet the cost of surgery would be too much to bear. We intensified our efforts and after 3 days of around-the-clock intravenous fluids the impaction finally passed. I was lucky.

My second story is of a ten year old mare. She is the daughter of a world champion stallion and was 5 months in foal to a world champion stallion when she colicked. The mare was in horrific pain, her heart rate had tripled and her rectal exam revealed that her large colon was out of position and expanding rapidly. Quickly she was loaded on to a trailer and shipped to Auburn University. The surgeons were amazed, it took over 4 hours on the surgery table to diagnose and correct the problem. A small benign tumor of fat called a lipoma had wrapped itself around the nephrosplenic ligament causing the colon to become trapped. Without surgery death was certain for the mare. Thankfully the mare recovered nicely and carried her pregnancy to term. To make things even better the owner had previously enrolled this mare is the Preventicare Program and her surgical expenses were paid by Pfizer, the company which backs the program. What a relief for everyone involved.

Preventicare is a wellness program designed by the Pfizer company, the same people that make Strongid C the daily dewormer. Preventicare is like having an insurance policy without the premiums. The Pfizer company has developed a Colic Assistance Plan (CAP). The Colic Assistance Plan establishes the following:

If a horse that is properly enrolled and following the guidelines of the Preventicare program suffers a case of colic serious enough to require surgery, Pfizer Animal Health will reimburse the attending surgeon for surgical costs and three days of aftercare up to $5,000.

There are several requirements to enroll your horse in the Preventicare Program. You probably already meet most of the requirements with your health care program. I urge you to consider the program for your horse so that you are not faced with the same uncomfortable decision that I was.

Best of all, our Preventicare patients qualify for automatic discounts at CGES for all services and product purchases including reproduction, lameness and surgery.

Preventicare Requirements
· Annual physical examination

· Annual dental examination/care

· Appropriate immunizations

· Daily use of Strongid C

· Twice yearly avermectin treatment

· Nutritional counseling

This program is administered by your veterinarian at CGES. Horses in the program must be treated with Strongid C that has been purchased from CGES. For clients that prefer to administer their own vaccinations they can continue to do so but the vaccinations must be purchased from CGES. If a horse owner does not follow these requirements the enrolled horse is not eligible to received Colic Assistance Plan benefits, should it require colic surgery.

We think that you deserve a break for taking the very best care of your horse. Call us today if we can answer any questions or make an appointment to enroll your special horse. 

Congratulations!
A new barn is born! Our congratulations to Dr. & Mrs. Henry Clay, The Bert Thompson family and Francis Clay on their new barn. This beautiful 8 stall barn is carefully constructed of white tongue-in-groove pine with an overhead loft, tack room, dressing room and wash rack. The construction was personally overseen by Bert. The CaHaFra Farm invites you to come and see their new barn. Give them a call at 478-719-6100.
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Be sure to let us know your accomplishments with your horse. We are quite proud of our clients and would like to share in your joy no matter what the venue may be. So keep us posted if you are competing at shows, events, gymkhanas, rodeos, competitive trail rides or simply logging miles on the trail.

Friends We Have Lost
Jean O’Connor lost her yearling filly “Dolly” much too early when she developed a serious colic.

It was a tearful scene for Sharon Gray and a barn full of friends as they bid a fond farewell to Kate the Belgian mare they had rescued and come to love. Kate was in wonderful shape and enjoying the time of her life before colic struck.

Norman Provost lost a lovely mare Nabia after she developed rare complications due to Strangles.

The Ken Smith family said goodbye to Tsonett, a 24 year old Arabian mare they had raised who succumbed to colic. 

Kathy Cummings bid farewell to Absolut Power after a long battle with devastating laminitis. A bright copper-colored sorrel, “Pumpkin” had been the an important part of Kathy’s life for over 12 years. 

Well that’s all for now. Please let us know your thoughts on our newsletter. You can reach us at CGES@equineservices.com
Charlene B Cook DVM
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