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	Happy Valentine’s Day!

Hello!  Hope your sweetheart remembers a big box of chocolates!  If you have questions or concerns, please call or e-mail us cges@equineservices.com and we will try our best to include answers in the next newsletter!


New Arrivals
Congratulations to Dr. Cook on the arrival of a black roan stud colt.  This newest addition to the CGES family is by 2002 Tennessee Walking Horse World Grand Champion Out On Parole and out of Generator’s Ice Maiden.  This super friendly stud colt certainly can step big now.  We all have high hopes for him!
Please let us know when your 2006 foals are born.  We would love to feature them in our newsletter.  E-mail your “birth announcements” and pictures to jlmiller@equineservices.com. 


Be Prepared!

Be prepared is such a cliché.  It is used over and over again.  However, I am continually reminded as to how important it really is to be prepared.  I recently was involved in a situation that was completely avoidable and if it had turned out differently could have caused a horse to lose his life.  

I am talking about trailer loading.  Many of you have horses whom you never plan on taking off the farm.  You don’t go trail riding away from home and you don’t go to horse shows.  So you feel there is no need for your horse to know how to load onto and ride in a trailer.  I am here to tell you that this may not be true.  If your horse ever has to ride in a trailer it will be because something bad has happened.  Either the horse is colicky or very sick and needs to be transported to a referral hospital.  This is not the time to be trying to teach a horse to get on a trailer.  I was recently caught in a cold, pouring rain, trying to load a 1200 pound two year old draft horse cross who was throwing himself around colicking.  This horse wanted nothing to do with the inside of the trailer.  I didn’t blame him.  It was dark, raining and there were no lights inside the trailer.  I am sure to him it looked like a horse-eating cave!  However, it was imperative that he load and make the journey to UGA.  His very life depended on it. 

This is not an isolated incident.  This happens all too often.  Please, please, please, make a point to borrow a friend’s trailer and teach your horse to load and ride quietly.  The need may present itself at the most inopportune time.  Don’t wait until your horse is sick and you are upset to try to load a horse that has never been on a trailer.  Take the time it takes now so it takes less time!  (I’ll get off my soapbox now!)


Last minute Valentine’s Day gifts.
Well, it seems winter may be here.  It was 25 degrees with the wind chill when I woke up this morning.  We all knew the nice weather had to be too good to last.  Here’s hoping it will return soon!  We’d like to help you out with some last minute gift ideas for the horse lover (and horses) in your family.  Here is a list of gifts we at CGES decided we would love to receive from our loved ones.  (Note the “horsey” theme.)
Grooming supplies:
New brushes and combs are always a welcome addition to anyone’s tack room.  I recently received a few of the new line of Oster grooming products.  I have the coarse and the fine rubber curry combs, the mane and tail brush, a soft bristled finishing brush and a package of face/body wipes.  I am thoroughly impressed with these products.  I especially love the mane and tail brush!
Grooma makes a great rubber curry in both coarse and fine.  These are a favorite of Dr. Cook’s.

Gift Certificates:

Gift certificates are always a great idea.  The possibilities are endless.  

CGES will issue a gift certificate for almost anything you can imagine.  

     Spring vaccines would be a great gift.  We can put together a custom package, tailored for the recipient’s horse.

     How about deworming products for the year?  Why not give a basket filled with all the deworming products needed for the year.  We could even include a gift certificate for a fecal parasitology exam.

     Maybe you could include a gift certificate for a Coggins test and a six month event permit.  This would be a great gift for a person who travels out of state with his or her horse.

     Think about pre-paying the farrier for the next “Horsey Pedicure”.  These are usually done every 6-8 weeks.

     Spring is a great time for dental exams and teeth floating.  We would be happy to issue a gift certificate for dental work.
Horse Treats:

     It’s Valentine’s Day!  Your horse should get treats just like you.   There are tons of commercial treats available.  If you want to splurge and go “Gourmet” try Stud Muffins.  I have only ever known 1 horse who would not eat them (and he won’t eat anything!).  They are soft and full of molasses and oats.  The horses at CGES fully believe that an apple wafer a day keeps the doctor away.  They wouldn’t know what to do if they didn’t get and “apple cookie” after every ride.
It’s a little known fact that Dr. Miller likes to “create” in the kitchen.  While her human “creations” don’t always turn out as expected, the horse “creations” are usually at least eaten by her dog.  Included in this newsletter is a horse cookie recipe that almost all of the CGES horses agreed was worth keeping.  With just a few ingredients, you can make your horses homemade cookies.

FAYE’S FAVORITE COOKIES
1 recipe makes 24 mini muffins

1 cup wheat flour

1 cup grape nuts cereal

2 tablespoons oil

1 cup water

4+ candy canes or peppermints, crushed
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Mix dry ingredients together, add oil and stir.  Add in water ¼ cup at a time until mixture is a doughy consistency.  You can cook these 2 different ways.  If you have a mini muffin tin it will let you keep all of the treats the same size, otherwise just use a baking sheet.  Grease the muffin tin or baking sheet.  Put the “cookie dough” in a zip lock bag and close the top.  Cut the corner of the bag off (you want the opening a little smaller than ½ inch).  This will let you squeeze out the dough in uniform amounts without getting it everywhere.  Fill the muffin cups 2/3 full or squeeze the desired amount out onto the baking sheet (about 1 inch in diameter).  Bake 20 minutes or until the tops are crispy.  For crispy cookies that last a long time remove the cookies from the muffin tin and transfer to a baking sheet.  Decrease the oven temperature to 200 degrees.  Continue to bake 30-40 minutes.  Shut the oven off and leave the cookies inside until the oven is cool.  This will give you crunchy cookies that are dry all the way through.  When they are cool, they will keep for 1to 1.5  weeks in a zip lock baggy.
I certainly hope your horses enjoy them as much as Faye does!


Have Trailer, Will Travel?

We included this in the last newsletter, but felt like we should include it again.  Thank you to those who responded.

As veterinarians we are often presented with horses that need transportation for medical reasons.  Sometimes the horses need a ride to CGES and sometimes they need a ride to the University of Georgia.  Many people do not have trailers and have not planned for emergency transport.  In order to help this segment of our clients we are compiling a list of people with trucks and trailers who would be willing to transport horses in emergency and non-emergency situations.  If you are interested in being added to the list, please let us know.  Details are important such as, are you willing to be awoken in the middle of the night for the colicky horse that needs to travel to UGA for surgery?  If the horse has a contagious disease, will you still transport it?  I encourage you to e-mail your questions to me and if you want to be added to the list.  I am sure there will be many appreciative horse owners.  Please contact me at jlmiller@equineservices.com. 

We hope you enjoyed it!
Do you have a topic you would like addressed?  Questions or comments on this issue of the newsletter?  If so please drop me an e-mail at jlmiller@equineservices.com. I would love to hear from you and welcome suggestions for future newsletters.  If you have a friend you feel would like to receive this newsletter, let us know, we will be happy to add his or her name to our mailing list.  
If you do not wish to receive future issues of this newsletter, please e-mail cges@equineservices.com and we will remove you from the mailing list.  We apologize for any inconvenience.
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