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	“Large enough to handle any challenge, yet small enough to treat each horse as if it personally belonged to us.”
FIRE ANTS CAN BE A SIGNIFICANT THREAT TO RECUMBENT AND NEWBORN ANIMALS.

IMMEDIATE CLINICAL SIGNS OF FIRE ANT BITES INCLUDE INTENSE PAIN, PRURITIS, AND ERYTHEMA.
CHOOSE A PESTICIDE THAT IS LABELED FOR PASTURES OR HAY FIELDS (VERSUS LAWNS, TURF, AND ORNAMENTAL PLANTS).

Central Georgia Equine Services, Inc.
3398 Lakeview Road
Fort Valley, GA 31030
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Over the past month our area has been hit hard by severe weather. The severe weather this spring has damaged many of our client’s farms. Our thoughts are with everyone as they rebuild from the devastation brought on by these storms.
We hope the following article will help you to prepare for any further disasters in the future. You can also find other helpful emergency planning articles at www.aaep.org. 

 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS: IMPORTANT TIPS FOR HORSE OWNERS
An AAEP Health Brochure: Written by the AAEP
 
In the event of a disaster, your veterinarian know how important it is for you as a horse owner to have pre-planned actions and proper information to make rapid decisions that may save your horse’s and even your own life.

 
ASSESS YOUR RISKS
 
What are the most likely disasters in your area? (Flood, fire, tornado, hurricane, nuclear accident, disease threat, chemical spill, ice storm, etc.) For each type of disaster check:
 
· What are your major vulnerabilities? 

· What can you do to minimize the damage? 

· What plans do you have in place? 

· Whom do you need to contact? 

 

BEFORE THE EVENT
 
· Take a careful look at your property and identify the best place for your animals in each type of disaster you consider. 

· Prepare for the possibility you might want to evacuate (check with your local veterinarian, law enforcement, animal control, or Ag extension agent for routes and recommendations). 

· Find several alternative locations and check the entry requirements for each. Be sure to have agreements arranged for your animals in advance. 

· Prepare an ID packet for each horse: age, sex, breed, color, registrations, unique ID’s, photos, microchip numbers, etc. 

· Write down any special feeding instructions; list any medications with dosage; record the name and phone number of your prescribing veterinarian. 

· Be sure all vaccinations and medical records are in writing and up-to-date. Have current Coggins test records and consult with your veterinarian for other recommended immunizations or tests. 

· Take records with you. Records left at home may be damaged or destroyed during a disaster. 

· Check for alternate water sources. Have fresh water (10-12 gallons per horse per day) and grass, hay, or other forage (at least 15 lbs per horse per day) available for 48-72 hours. 

· Keep trailers and vans well maintained and full of fuel. 

· Keep insurance coverage current and adequate. 

· Consider an event where you might be unable to save/evacuate all your animals. Make a priority list. Familiarize family and farm personnel with the list in case you are not there when the disaster occurs. 

 
Prepare an emergency kit for a minimum of 72-hour care, which include:
 
· Plastic trash barrel with lid 

· Tarpaulins 

· Water buckets 

· Portable radio, flashlight and extra batteries 

· Fire resistant, non-nylon leads and halters 

· Knife, scissors, wire cutters 

· Duct tape 

· Livestock markers or paint 

· Leg wraps 

· Lime and bleach/disinfectant 

· First aid items 

 
       Betadine or Nolvasan solutions
       Antibiotic ointment
       Gauze squares and bandages
       Ichthammol ointment (feet)
       Eye ointment
 

DEVELOP A BUDDY SYSTEM
 
Talk with a neighbor or friend and arrange to check on each other after a disaster. Tell one another if you are evacuating and to where, so authorities will know. Buddies may agree to pool resources, such as generators, water tanks, trailers, etc. Permanently identify each horse by tattoo, microchip, brand, tag, photographs (front, rear, left and right side) and/or drawing. If disaster strikes before you can do this, paint or etch hooves, use neck or pastern bands, or paint your telephone number or last four digits of SSN on the side of the animal.
 
AFTER AN EVENT
 
· Notify family, friends and officials that you are ok and whether you stayed or evacuated. Use phones, radios, internet, signs or word of mouth. 

· Be careful leaving your animals unattended outside. Familiar scents and landmarks may be altered, and your horses could easily become confused and lost. 

· Check with your veterinarian or State Veterinarian’s office for information of any disease threats that may exist because of the situation. 

· If you find other horses, use extreme caution in handling, and work in pairs if possible. Keep the horse contained and isolated, and notify authorities as soon as possible. 

· If any horses are lost, contact local authorities. 

 
BE PREPARED TO IDENTIFY AND DOCUMENT OWNERSHIP WHEN CLAIMING LOST HORSES.
Listen to the emergency alert system (EAS) for information and locating lost animals.
 

EMERGENCY CHART
 
Adult Horse:
Temperature:          99.5 – 101.5 F
Heart Rate:             32 – 44 beats/min.
Respiratory Rate:   6 – 16 breaths/min.
Mucous Membranes Color:  Pale pink
Capillary Refill Time:          1 – 2 seconds
Gut sounds:            Always present
 
FOALS:
Temperature will increase the first four days, and then plateaus at 100 – 102 F.
Heart Rate:                60 – 110 beats/min.
Respiratory:              25 – 60 breaths/min.
 
 
FIRST AID KIT
 
Stethoscope                                               Thermometer
Scissors                                                     Plastic bowl/bucket
4X4 Gauze sponges                                     6” gauze rolls
Vet Wrap                                                    Elastikon tape
Ophthalmic Ointment (eyes)                        Telfa pads
Light                                                          Saline solution

Latex gloves                                               Duct tape
                                                                              
Water-soluble antibacterial ointment
Antiseptic soap (Betadine Scrub)
Antiseptic solution (Betadine)
Sheet or Roll Cotton
Medication (if possible) – SMZ tablets (antibiotics) – Bute powder or paste – Banamine paste or injectable
FIRE ANTS AND HORSES
 BY: EQUINE DISEASE QUARTERLY APRIL 8, 2008 ARTICLE #11636  Dr. Bryan M. Waldridge, Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital; Lexington, Kentucky

Fire ants deliver a simultaneous bite and sting that are very painful and give them their infamous name. The threat of fire ants to healthy, ambulatory adult animals is fairly minimal. However, fire ants can be a significant threat to recumbent (down) animals and to newborns if they lie down or are born on or near an ant bed. 

Immediate clinical signs of fire ant bites include intense pain, pruritis (itching), and erythema (redness of the skin produced by congestion of the capillaries). Fire ant venom is composed mainly of piperidine alkaloids and is less than 1% proteinaceous. Stings usually develop into pustules within 12 to 24 hours due to local necrosis caused by the piperidine alkaloids. Sometimes only secondary lesions such as erythema and epidermal collarettes may be noticed; affected skin may feel thickened and corrugated. 

Neonates can be killed if attacked by the many ants inhabiting a mound, but adult animals are unlikely to die as a result of fire ant stings. The overall severity of clinical signs and disease is likely due to the number of ant stings suffered. The author has seen a weanling horse that developed severe laminitis as a complication of multiple fire ant stings with nearly one entire side of the body affected, necessitating euthanasia. Anaphylactoid reactions are rare without massive exposure to stings and occur in those animals hypersensitive to the protein portion of fire ant venom.

Treatment of fire ant stings is largely symptomatic. The ants often remain attached, and mechanical removal or bathing is needed. The main goal of treatment is to reduce pruritis and pain using topical or parenteral corticosteroids and nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs. Affected animals should be observed for any possible secondary complications such as laminitis, respiratory difficulty, abortion, etc. Most will have a full recovery after several days of mild to moderate pruritis and dermatitis.
MANAGING IMPORTED FIRE ANTS IN HORSE PASTURES

Imported fire ants were accidentally introduced into Alabama from South America more than 75 years ago. The Southeastern United States and a few counties in New Mexico and California are infested with these insects, which produce painful stings to both people and animals. They live in the soil, with each colony having one or more fire ant queens that lay eggs and control activities within the colony. There can be 40 to more than 300 fire ant mounds per acre in a typical pasture.

If fire ants are present in horse pastures, owners need to decide if it is worth treating the pastures. Apart from horse health concerns, these pests can interfere with haying operations and damage electrical equipment. However, fire ants are good predators, and they help reduce tick populations.
To reduce the number of imported fire ants in pastures, several baits can be broadcast applied. The bait consists of an active ingredient and a food attractant that has been placed on a carrier particle. The baits are designed to be picked up by foraging fire ants, taken back to the nest, and fed to various members of the colony, including the queen. Depending on the size of the area to be treated, the bait can be applied using a small hand-cranked seeder, a motorized seeder, or an airplane. Cost of a bait application is about $10-$15 per acre. Choose a pesticide that is labeled for pastures or hayfields (versus lawns, turf, and ornamental plants). A variety of baits can be applied to horse pastures, including hydramethylnon, pyriproxyfen, s-methoprene, and fenoxycarb. More information can be found at http://www.extension.org/faq/824.
A particular fire ant control product may not be registered (legal to use) in every state. This is especially true for states with very few fire ant-infested counties. Purchase fire ant control material in the state of residence, and ensure the pesticide is labeled for fire ants and pastures. As with all chemicals, follow manufacturer’s directions for safe application.

This is an excerpt from Equine Disease Quarterly, funded by underwriters at Lloyd’s, London, brokers, and their Kentucky agents.
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Are you looking for excellent quality hay that has been stored under cover? CGES now has Coastal Bermuda hay for sale. Large Round Rolls $55.00 each and Square bales for $7.50 each. Please call our office at (478)825-1981 to arrange a time for someone to be here to load the hay for you.  
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CGES website is getting a makeover! After 12 years we feel it is time to make some changes to our website. We hope these changes will be useful to our clients. Please check back as we make these exciting changes. www.equineservices.com 

Sorry for any inconvenience while we update our style.

Please feel free to send your 2008 birth announcements and braggin rights articles to cgescristi@bellsouth.net. We would love to publish them in our upcoming newsletters. 
As always we would love to hear from you, you can reach us at 478-825-1981 or by email at cges@equineservices.com. If you have a friend you feel would like to receive this newsletter, any comments, questions, or topics you would like addressed, please email me at cgescristi@bellsouth.net. 


	
	


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]



























