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	“Large   enough to handle any challenge, yet small enough to treat each horse as if it personally belonged to us.”
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National Reining Horse Association (NRHA) member Morgan Collins of Elko and her AQHA registered mare, Lady Script to Win, (“Roxie”) competed at the Southeastern Regional Reining Horse Show in Clemson, South Carolina in September. Morgan & “Roxie” were selected to compete against more than 1,000 entries from Canada, the United States, and Mexico in the 2007 Adequan North American Affiliate Championships scheduled to take place during the 2007 NRHA Futurity & Adequan North American Affiliate Championship Show in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, November 22-Decenber 1, 2007. Morgan and “Roxie” will compete in the North American Championship Youth 14-18 class. They also competed in a youth team tournament which placed 3rd. Morgan’s parents promised her a new saddle if she qualified for the competition in Oklahoma City (not thinking she would!!) Mrs. Collins said the dust hadn’t even settled and she was picking out her new saddle to come home with! Morgan is also very active in 4-H, Houston County 4-H Teen Club, and Perry High School FFA. She has also received National Honor Society Awards in May of 2007 at Perry High School for the highest GPA in 9th grade Literature, and tied for highest GPA in Biology. Morgan and “Roxie” practice at least 5 days a week. With good preventative care such as: Proper vaccinations, wormings, and dental care Morgan has accomplished a great deal in the Reining show pen with “Roxie” in the 2 ½ years she has owned her. Congratulations Morgan and “Roxie” let us know how Oklahoma City goes.

FRIENDS WE HAVE LOST:
Dr. Carol Karlson lost her trail riding companion “Two Socks”. He had a good long trail riding life and will be dearly missed. Robin Hutchinson’s daughter Skylar lost her dear friend “Rose” to colic. 

	There is something about riding down the street on a prancing horse that makes you feel like something, even when you ain’t a thing.  Will Rogers
FACT:
The American Horse Council’s 2006 Horse Population Report has the USA as having the highest total number of horses at approximately 9,500,000.
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	NEWS ON THE FARM:
FROZEN SEMEN
CGES is offering a new service to our clients. For your convenience our facility is now capable of freezing and storing equine semen. Because most show schedules have slowed down this is a great time of year to collect and freeze semen from your stallion. If you have considered this procedure for your stallion, we hope this article will help answer your questions.

Advantages to freezing semen:

· There is no requirement to schedule shipments of semen to fit the mare’s ovulation time.

· The stallion does not have to be taken out of competition or training to breed.

· The market for semen is global.

· There is no limitation on duration of delivery time.

· Should something happen to your stallion such as: illness or death you will still be able to fulfill your stallion’s breeding commitments.

Disadvantages to freezing semen:

· Not all stallions have semen that will freeze.

· Conception rates for artificial insemination with frozen semen are a little lower than using fresh or cooled semen.

· Maintaining proper storage.

· Check breed registry’s – some breeds are not allowed to use frozen semen.

To freeze a stallion’s semen, the stallion must be collected using the same techniques for artificial insemination. The stallion mounts a phantom or jump mare and ejaculates into an artificial vagina. The first step is to collect the stallion, analyze the semen and perform a “test freeze” to see if the stallion’s semen can be frozen with acceptable post thaw motility.

The best time to freeze semen from a stallion is when he is producing the maximum number of viable sperm at approximately 5-6 years of age. Although most 2 year olds are producing sperm and can be collected, it is recommended that they wait to be collected and semen frozen into their 3 year old year.

Once your horse is collected, the semen is analyzed to check the sperm concentration and quality. The fragile semen is then diluted and centrifuged to remove the seminal plasma. The sperm pellet is resuspended in an extender which contains high quality reagent grade chemicals. The ph and osmolarity of the extender is then carefully measured and recorded to ensure the appropriate environment for maintaining sperm viability. The next step is to load the sperm into straws marked with the stallion’s name, registration number, year frozen, and lot number. The number of straws you get depends on the stallion’s sperm count and motility. Once the semen is loaded into the straws, they are placed into a controlled rate cell freezer. Once the semen has completed the freezing process, it is immersed and maintained in liquid nitrogen in special cryogenic containers at -196C (-350F). We hope this article has been helpful. If you would like to consider this procedure for your stallion, please give our office a call. We will gladly to set up an appointment for you to discuss the semen freezing procedure with Dr. Cook. 
As always we would love to hear from you, you can reach us at 478-825-1981 or by email at cges@equineservices.com. If you have a friend you feel would like to receive this newsletter, any comments, questions, or topics you would like addressed, please email me at cgescristi@bellsouth.net. 

Thanks and we hope you enjoyed the newsletter!

Below is a word search puzzle for you to print off and work in your spare time.
EQUINE VACCINATIONS
R V E P B H S B L N A C S U F I A S N S 

I H L L L B O O A D R W I S A N I C O U 

N P I U B T F L E I T M T C T T G M I N 

U R F N U A E P M A M D I H I R Y P T A 

J Z E L O U T Y D U K I R L R A W P C T 

V I I T Z P I C N V G N E N Q M T I E E 

K S N E S O N I E S N Y T T Q U G T T T 

M R N F F E Z E U J M N R E T S A E O X 

I E M U L A W N U O N S A R B C K J R C 

V Y L M T U E Q L M E I L P V U K P P I 

V V J I F G E A S R O K A Q D L W Q Y X 

W A O L N S H N U Q U N R M G A E A P M 

N N N I Y P W O Z R A B I E S R S O C Z 

S E R V E A Y T A A Q B V T S H T O O A 

L Y E C D S T R A N G L E S I R N B F E 

S W N D L A S A N A R T N I W S I T W Z 

G E P N L R Q Q G B U M I C U C L B B F 

Y I U G Q E R U M R X I U P J S E L U N 

M R S Z M S S Y A I T N Q O Y M G H A Q 

A P O T O M A C H O R S E F E V E R V K 

BOTULISM

EASTERN

ENCEPHALOMYELITIS

EQUINEVIRALARTERITIS

IMMUNIZATIONS

INFLUENZA

INJECTABLE

INTRAMUSCULAR

INTRANASAL

NEEDLE

POTOMACHORSEFEVER

PROTECTION

RABIES

RHINOPNEUMONITIS

STRANGLES

SYRINGE

TETANUS

VENEZUELAN

WESTERN

WESTNILE
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