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	   “Large   enough to handle any challenge, yet small enough to treat each horse as if it personally belonged to us.”
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The Holidays are just around the corner, and we have a great opportunity for you to check one of those presents off of your list! See details below under News On The Farm. 
NEWS ON THE FARM:

TREAT YOURSELF TO A PHOTOGRAPH OF YOU AND YOUR SPECIAL EQUINE COMPANION. THIS WILL MAKE A GREAT GIFT OR A MEMORABLE KEEPSAKE FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY.
PHOTO DAY WITH YOUR HORSE
Where: Central Georgia Equine Services, Inc.

When:  October 23, 2007  BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Sitting Fee: $75.00 
Professional photographer PJ Wamble will be at Central Georgia Equine Services, Inc. on Tuesday, October 23, 2007. 

This is a great opportunity for you to get a professional photograph of you and your horse. PJ will be taking the photographs at our office and will not be available to go to your farm. Your photographs will be available to view and purchase on PJ’s website. Please contact Cristi at 478-825-1981 or by email at cgescristi@bellsouth.net to set up an appointment. 

You can view PJ’s work, read her bio and details about her photography business at her website  www.pjwamble.com 

	DID YOU KNOW?

The word “dressage” is derived from a French term that means to train. Dressage is not only a method of how to school a horse, but also a competitive equestrian sport.

You Know You’re A Horse Person When: 

Your mouth waters at the sight of a truck full of hay.

Look back at our struggle for freedom, Trace our present day’s strength to its source; And you’ll find that man’s pathway to glory is strewn with the bones of the horse.  Author Unknown
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	WEST NILE ALERT
September, October and November have the highest incidence of West Nile Virus cases in horses in our area. Many cases of West Nile can be successfully treated, however, treatment can be expensive and not all horses will survive especially older horses. West Nile is easily prevented, we recommend vaccinating your horses every 6 months.
The State of Georgia Public Health Department has had 26 confirmed cases of West Nile Virus and 1 human death so far this year. Last year, the state of Georgia had 10 confirmed cases and 1 death. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control says nationally 38 states have reported 1,395 cases of West Nile illness in humans as of September 11, 2007, and 38 people have died.
10 Tips for Reducing Your Horse’s West Nile Risk
Since first being recognized in the United States in 1999, West Nile virus (WNV) has posed a serious threat to horses and humans alike.   In the equine population, the virus is transmitted when a mosquito takes a blood meal from a bird infected with WNV, then feeds on a horse.  While many horses exposed to WNV experience no signs of illness, the virus can cause inflammation of the brain and spinal cord.  In some cases, especially in older horses, WNV can be fatal.


As a horse owner, prevention is the key to reducing your horse’s risk of contracting WNV.  Follow these guidelines from the American Association of Equine Practitioners (AAEP) to protect your horse against WNV:

1. Consider vaccinating your horse against the disease.  In February 2003, a vaccine was licensed by the United States Department of Agriculture’s Center for Veterinary Biologics for use in healthy horses as an aid in the prevention of the disease.  Talk with your veterinarian about the most appropriate vaccination schedule for your horse.

2. Eliminate potential mosquito breeding sites.  Dispose of old receptacles, tires and containers and eliminate areas of standing water.

3. Thoroughly clean livestock watering troughs at least monthly.

4. Use larvicides to control mosquito populations when it is not possible to eliminate particular breeding sites.  Such action should only be taken, however, in consultation with your local mosquito control authority.

5. Keep your horse indoors during the peak mosquito activity periods of dusk to dawn.

6. Screen stalls if possible or at least install fans over your horse to help deter mosquitoes.

7. Avoid turning on lights inside the stable during the evening or overnight.

8. Using insect repellants on your horse that are designed to repel mosquitoes can help reduce the chance of being bitten.

9. Remove any birds, including chickens, located in or close to a stable.

10. Don’t forget to protect yourself as well.  When outdoors in the evening, wear clothing that covers your skin and apply plenty of mosquito repellent.

For more information about the virus, ask your equine veterinarian for the “West Nile Virus” brochure, produced by the AAEP in conjunction with Bayer Animal Health, an AAEP Educational Partner.  Additional information about WNV can be found on the AAEP’s horse-health Web site, www.myHorseMatters.com.
WEBINAR: UNDERSTANDING WEST NILE VIRUS
October 2, 2007 at 2:00p.m. 

A webinar is an interactive online seminar that allows the registrant to watch and hear the presentation on their computers and ask the presenters questions during a live question and answer session. The best part is that it is FREE!! Go to www.thehorse.com to participate in an educational experience.
BRAGGIN RIGHTS:
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Robin Cook and Pick Pockets Coz for Applause have made it to the AMHR National Show. “Goober” has won Reserve National Champion in a performance class, and is now a National Champion in Open Color Stallion. He also placed 8th in Open Stallion Halter. AMHR offered for the first time a Western Country Pleasure Driving class. Robins mother, Olivia Cook showed Dude Where’s My Cart and placed 7th in Amateur, and 8th in Open Western Country Pleasure Driving. Robin showed “Dude” in the Showmanship class and placed 10th, and they won 4th in the costume contest. This is a huge accomplishment for “Dude” who had colic surgery. Colic surgery has become much more successful over the years allowing horses to live and perform. 
FRIENDS WE HAVE LOST:

Louie Barrientes lost his friend Regalo. Regalo was an Azteca that Louis had trained extensively to do intricate dance maneuvers and they frequently preformed in parades in costumes. Jenny Sander lost her beloved Taz during Colic surgery. Jenny rescued Taz many years ago. Jenny and her family gave Taz a very good life. Susan Turner has lost Solo Sydney to colic. Solo Sydney was originally a racehorse, then a jumper. Susan rehabilitated Solo Sydney after a devastating tendon injury. Your friends will always be remembered. 

.
FLY CONTROL

Last year at CGES we started our horses on a product called Solitude. The reduction in the fly war was so dramatic that we would like every horse owner to know how you and your horse can be more comfortable. CGES recommends Solitude IGR a fly control product manufactured by Pfizer Animal Health. A scientifically advanced feed through fly preventative, Solitude IGR is 100% effective against house and stable flies. Fed daily, Solitude IGR safely passes through the horse and is excreted in the manure. Flies feeding on the manure will pick up the product. The production of chitin in the fly larvae (maggots) is disrupted at several points of development so the larvae cannot develop into adults and die. As existing adult flies die off, the overall fly population is significantly reduced within 4-6 weeks. Solitude is not an insecticide and does not interfere with the horses own body like many other products. Horses on Solitude can safely undergo anesthesia. For less than 50 cents a day per horse you can get rid of the flies!
Now through December 31, 2008 you can go to www.pfizer.com/equine to print off a rebate form and get money back on your purchase of Solitude IGR. Please read their website for more details. You can purchase Solitude IGR at CGES. It will pay for itself.
As always we would love to hear from you, you can reach us at 478-825-1981 or by email at cges@equineservices.com If you have a friend you feel would like to receive this newsletter, any comments, questions, or topics you would like addressed, please email me at cgescristi@bellsouth.net. We also have a “Braggin Rights” area. You can send your information to Cristi at cgescristi@bellsouth.net. 
Thanks and we hope you enjoyed the newsletter!
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