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	Keeping Your Horses and Your Money
Last issue we featured an article on maximizing fuel efficiency. This month we focus on feed efficiency. We welcome your tips and strategies that are helping you cope with a tightened budget.



          Maximizing Your Horse Feed Dollars
By Charlene B. Cook DVM

If you have been to the feed store lately you probably have a good case of sticker shock. The price of a bag of feed has increased dramatically over the past year. Thanks to two years of record-breaking drought hay has been scarce and expensive as well. There are many factors causing the rise in feed prices. As oil prices climbed so did fuel and fertilizer. Farmers still have to plow, plant and harvest with higher fuel costs that are passed along to you. Add to that severe flooding in the Midwestern United States this spring with the resulting loss of crops and you’ve got record-breaking feed costs. While we cannot change the drought, reverse the flooding or drop the price of fuel there are things that you can do to reduce your feed bill.
Use your land to feed your horses.

 Start with your stocking rate. Good pasture land should support 1 horse per acre. If your land is forested, sandy or covered in weeds don’t expect these results. You can improve your pastures. A good place to start is by contacting your County Extension Agent. They will visit your farm and give you advice on what types of grasses are best suited for your property. 

 You will need to take soil samples and have your soil analyzed. Soil sample testing is very inexpensive, for less than the cost of a burger and fries you can find out exactly how much and what type of fertilizer and lime your pasture needs. Correcting the Ph of your pasture can have a huge impact on the growth of the grass. Collecting the soil samples is a simple task. You can use a soil probe which most County Extension offices have or use a clean trowel. You need to collect multiple samples over each pasture abut 6 inches deep where the grass roots are. Place the soil samples in a clean plastic bag. Mix the soil together and place in the sample testing bag (available at the county Extension office). Use a clean bag for each pasture. If your land has obviously different areas such as low spots, be sure to sample these different areas. Take the samples to the county Extension Office and you should have a report back within a week or two. Fall is the best time to apply lime so now is a good time to do soil testing.
Weeds and grass both compete for nutrients in the soil. You should keep your pastures mowed to help control weeds. Tall grass is high in fiber and lower in nutrients, keeping the grass mowed to a reasonable height makes the pasture more nutritious. Tall grasses can also irritate horses’ eyes, so use your bush hog or mower regularly. Some pastures will require an herbicide for weed control. Most broadleaf weeds are very susceptible to 2,4D application. This herbicide is very inexpensive and readily available at most hardware stores. You will have to remove the horses from the pasture before spraying and keep them off of the pasture after application for a minimum of 7 days or a hard rain. The results will be worth the work. Be sure to ask the County Agent if your pasture needs a special product when he visits.

You should plant winter grazing so that you will have active pasture growth all year long. Fall is the best time to plant. You can plant Rye grass, oats, or Rye grain. Most horses do well on Rye grass and it will not produce the seed heads that Rye grain will. Many counties have a Soil Conservation Program and you can arrange to have your fields planted. A grain drill is used to put the seed into shallow grooves in the soil for faster germination. There is a fee per acre and you must furnish your seed. You can also broadcast the seed by using a spreader on your tractor. Small walk-behind and hand cranked spreaders will work for small areas. Having winter grazing will cut your hay and grain requirements substantially. In addition you will reduce your incidence of colic as green grass has high water content and acts as a laxative.

Don’t Feed the Worms

It just makes sense. Parasites are freeloaders that rob nutrients from your horses’ body. Not only are they taking away vital nutrients they are causing damage to your horses’ body at the same time. You should talk with your veterinarian about a deworming program that is best for your situation. The higher your stocking rate the more frequently you will need to deworm. The younger your horse the more frequently you will need to deworm. We recommend having a fecal exam done at least twice a year to see if your parasite control is adequate, you simply cannot tell from the outside. 

Check the Chompers

If your horse cannot chew his feed well he will not digest his feed efficiently. Horses’ teeth were designed to be superior grinding machines, kind of like an old Grist mill. Think of all those spilled grains as pennies lying all over the stall floor. The worse the condition of your horses’ teeth the higher your feed bill will be. The older your horse is the more likely he is to need his teeth floated. If you are seeing your horse spill his feed, hold his head sideways while chewing or he is requiring more than 1 pound of grain per 100lbs of body weight per day you should have an oral exam done.

Set the Table

Some horses don’t do well eating in a group setting. Bully horses will eat quickly and run off more timid horses. Slow eating horses may need to be separated. A simple set of feeding stocks may do the trick. Be sure to space feeders as far apart as possible to reduce competition at feeding time. Feeders with narrow openings are available to reduce feed spillage. Horse that spill feed on the ground are more likely to ingest sand  and develop sand colic or diarrhea. You can get creative with tires and troughs.

Select the Correct Feed 

Protein is the most expensive feed ingredient. A 10% protein feed may be fine for your aged gelding but it will not do for your yearling. Diet feeds are available for easy keepers. We can help you with feed selection and most major feed companies have a nutritionist available to help as well.

Don’t Feed What You Don’t Need

Supplements cost more money per pound than any other ingredient. Many products are simply unnecessary and can be toxic. You’re better off to choose a high quality feed that has been carefully formulated than to add a dab of this and a dab of that. Remember fat soluble vitamins including vitamin A, D, E & K are toxic at high levels. Save your money for what really matters.

Eat Your Vegetables

Horses were designed to live off of roughage. The majority of a horses’ diet should be forage (hay). Hay is also far cheaper per pound than grain. A good guide is 10-20% of body weight per day. So the average 1000# horse needs 10-20 pounds of hay per day. You should feed only enough grain to maintain optimal body condition. You have a grocery list in your home so why not at the barn. If you will be feeding square bale hay you will need 1/3 of a bale per horse per day. That is 10 square bales per month per horse. Figure out how may months you will need to feed and buy or prepay for your hay. Some growers will give you a discount for large quantity purchases. A round bale is roughly equivalent to 10-12 square bales depending on the size of the bale. Round bales can be easily wasted by horses if there are only a few horses feeding from the bales. Hay rings are available to help control wastage. Some farms will roll out the round bale if there are large groups of horse so that all horses can eat and there is less wastage. Be sure to check the hay quality. It should be leafy, green and free of mold.

Buy in Bulk if Possible.

It’s nice if all the horses on the same farm can be fed the same product but not always the case. If your neighbor is using the same feed you may be able to combine your purchases to save trips to the store and meet special quantities. I do not recommend buying grain in bulk unless you have safe storage. Rats, mice and ants will get into bagged feeds. Most feed stores receive fresh feed deliveries every week or two. Sweet feeds in particular can be a problem if stored too long. Pelleted feed can be stored much longer. Bagged feeds should have a date stamp, be sure to check when buying feed so that you purchase a fresh product.  


Congratulations!
CGES extends a hearty “Well Done” to Cater Thompson and KB Wisz who went Top Ten in Reining and Western horsemanship at the Arabian Youth Nationals held in Albuquerque this summer.

It was a family affair for Marion Camp and her daughter Donya and granddaughter Gracie showing their mare Stuffs Lil Peppy at the American Ranch Horse Association World Show in Murfreesboro, TN. Placing 1st out of 28 they won the Amateur Showmanship class and the Lead Line 10 & Under class. 

CGES entries recently did well at the Midnight Sun horse show in Quitman, GA. Sweet Hawk won the Amateur 3 year old class while Chaps won the Western Trail Pleasure class and French Command won the Country Pleasure class. We are proud to have bred and raised the horses that we show.

Be sure to let us know about your accomplishments with your horse. We are quite proud of our clients and would like to share in your joy no matter what the venue may be. So keep us posted if you are competing at shows, events, gymkhanas, rodeos, competitive trail rides or simply logging miles on the trail.


Friends We Have Lost
Once in a while we lose a family member but the past two months have been tough. 
Steve & Sandra Austin lost their top producing mare Delight’s Dallas Darlin’ to complications of placentitis. Dallas was the dam of noted show horse Caddyshack. She leaves a void in the Austin pastures.

CGES laid to rest The Wicked Sister due to colic at the age of 28. Sister was the full sister to sire of the decade Pride’s Generator. She had been the official foal babysitter at CGES for many years and we will miss her gentle soul.

Teresa Dyer lost her friend Kendall after a long battle with Equine Cushing’s Syndrome. 

Paige Edwards suffered the loss of world champion mare Pushin’ In Dixie due to complications of placentitis. Dixie was a legend in the walking horse world. Following a brilliant show career with 3 world titles, she became a legend as a broodmare as well producing 8 foals, including world champion daughter Dixie Crystals, world grand champion Fog At the Ritz and her grandson The Dixie Lineman was crowned 2008 World Grand champion after an undefeated show season.

The Tony Mossman family mourned the loss of My Kinda Dancer. Dancer had suffered a severe laceration and ultimately foundered in the opposite limb reminiscent of Barbaro.

The Curtis Perry family had a tragic loss when their mare Honey became impaled on a large fence post causing irreparable damage to her leg and chest.

Julie Shaw lost her mare Peppys Good Deed to neurologic disease.
.

Be sure to let us know your accomplishments with your horse. We are quite proud of our clients and would like to share in your joy no matter what the venue may be. So keep us posted if you are competing at shows, events, gymkhanas, rodeos, competitive trail rides or simply logging miles on the trail. 


Hay For Sale

CGES has 2008 premium quality square bales for sale $8.00 each

2007 Round bales are $40 each while they last.
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